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Students” English Abilities
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CoP & UGC projects

Aim: To enhance students” English performances in their
assignments through English across the Curriculum

Website: http:/ /www.polyu.edu.hk/CoP/English/
Dual purpose:

— Professional development for staff

* (workshops, task design, assessment criteria)
— Language help for students

* (supplements related to subject assessments)
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Vocabulary in language learning (1)

R Students

“Words are the bricks a building is made up of. Without
bricks, where will the building be?” (Gan, Humphreys
& Hamp-Lyons, 2004, p. 234)



Vocabulary in language learning (2)

R Language specialists

3 “Language learning is largely lexical learning”
(Gass & Selinker, 2008, p. 173)

3 Bffective writing is “all about good word choice and
proper ordering of those words”

(Quinn & Filak, 2005)



Knowing a word = using the word?

& Knowing a word: recognising the form of a word
and retrieving its meaning

R Using a word: using it appropriately in language
production



Corpora

& What is a corpus?

e.g. 1. Dream of the Red Chamber
2. South China Morning Post

R Native speaker corpora

R Learner corpora



Native speaker corpora

R BNC
R Brown

e.g. Where are thus and however normally used in a
sentence? (http://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/)



http://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/
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Learner corpora I

R International Corpus of Learner English (ICLE)

R Corpus of Chinese Learners of English

e.g. “I love Hong Kong. It is because Hong Kong is my
home.

e.g. *As for Smith (2015), it suggests that Hong Kong
undertake immediate education reforms.

il



Learner corpora 11
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R Word frequency:
http:/ /www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/

&R Academic word list:
http:/ /www.uefap.com/vocab/select/awl.htm

§.


http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
http://www.uefap.com/vocab/select/awl.htm

kill
murder
slaughter

assassinate

Collocation (1)

v

v

v

v

=



Collocation (2)

* Take a test, take a walk, but not make a walk
* conduct/hold a meeting, but not make a meeting

* Sit a test/examination, but not sit a meeting

14



Collocation (3)

R Try to find out the following on
3 verbs often used after finding(s)/results

3 adjectives often used to describe findings/results
3 verbs often used before research/analysis
3 adjective often used to describe data

3 words often used to describe difficult and different

15


http://www.just-the-word.com/

Results (1)

@a Edit  View Higtoryvﬁookmarks Tools Help
Jtw Just The Word for results * +

(- &0 www just-the-word.com/main.pliword=resultz&mode=combinations @ c Q Search ﬂ’ B 4+ # O =

R, T

gﬂmmarize result (55)
*results* subj V

cluster 1

result confirm (63)
result demonstrate (27)
result indicate (151)
result reveal (25)

result show (324)

result suggest (189)
result support (34)
unclustered

result be (5346)

result may (146)
result provide (49)
result reflect (34)
result will (368)

*results* subj ADJ

cluster 1

]

result dramatic (17)
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Results (2)
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acceptable result (13)
accurate result (14)
conflicting result (22)
contradictory result (11)
different result (71)
dramatic result (23)
excellent result (67)
fair result (25)

good result (551)

impressive result (27)
outstanding result (22)
reliable result (13)
remarkable result (17)
right result (30)
satisfactory result (42)
significant result (31)
spectacular result (15)
striking result (12)
surprising result (19)
unexpected result (20)
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Research
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carry out research (155)
conduct research (132)

& www just-the-word.com/main.pliword=research&mode= combinations

direct research (20)

encourage research (24)

focus research (14)
fund research (43)

help with research (12)
promote research (22)
raise for research (17)
stimulate research (12)
support research (56)
support by research (11)

cluster 2

commission research (29)
concern research (34)
engage in research (45)
invest in research (14)
involve in research (38)
undertake research (122)

cluster 3
be research (20)

continue research (24)
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*research™N , e.g. research
project

N N *research™, e.g. Mass
communication research
*research®N N , e.g.
research development cost
PREP *research™, e.g. for
research

N PREP *research”, e.g.
result of research

ADJ PREP *research®, e.g.
available for research

N and *research”, e.g.
education and research
*research*and N , e.qg.
research and development
article *research™, e.g.
research

phrase (nn) nnis the
frequency of usage
== Good Word Combinations

== Bad Word Combinations -
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Analysis
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complete analysis (17)
develop analysis (34)
do analysis (95)

extend analysis (24)
offer analysis (32)
perform analysis (87)
present analysis (22)
produce analysis (35)
provide analysis (117)
provide for analysis (15)
cluster 2

attempt analysis (17)
concermn with analysis (18)
engage in analysis (12)
include in analysis (35)
involve in analysis (14)
need analysis (39)
require analysis (45)
undertake analysis (74)
cluster 3

carry out analysis (43)
conduct analysis (47)
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ADJ *analysis *, e.g.
detailed analysis

N *analysis *, e.g. data
analysis

*analysis * PREP , e.g.
analysis of

*analysis *V , e.g. analysis
using

*analysis *V , e.qg. analysis
based

*analysis *N , e.g. analysis
technique

PREP *analysis *, e.g. for
analysis

N PREP *analysis *, e.g.
method of analysis

ADJ PREP *analysis *, e.g.
such as analysis

N and *analysis *, e.g.
collection and analysis
*analysis *and N , e.g.
analysis and analysis
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Data
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cluster 1

accurate data (14)
complex data (25)
comprehensive data (13)
detailed data (31)
factual data (12)
global data (13)
reliable data (38)
cluster 2

basic data (208)
necessary data (17)
original data (30)
primary data (33)
cluster 3

additional data (21)
more data (66)
secondary data (23)
cluster 4
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Ditficult
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difficult for (1515)
difficult because of (41)

ADV *seafood feast*

cluster 1

exceedingly difficult (38)
exceptionally difficult (15)
extraordinarily difficult (33)

extremelz difficult S4552

immensely difficult (15)
incredibly difficult (15)
much difficult (189)
often difficult (206)
particularly difficult (162)
terribly difficult (24)

too difficult (306)

vez difficult 519552

Cluster 2

more difficult 521422

quite difficult (200)
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Different
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somehow different (24)
somewhat different (175)
sufficiently different (21)
totally different (381)

utterly different (31)

wholly different (42)
cluster 2

distinctly different (19)
essentially different (29)
fundamentally different (76)
markedly different (73)
materially different (17)
radically different (181)
significantly different (228)
strikingly different (34)
substantially different (59)
vastly different (44)

very different (2137)

unclustered

a bit different (98)
a little%bit different (38)
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Colligation
Colligation: the grammatical associations a word may
have.

Use to find out the correct use of the
following two words

&R Discuss/discuss about an issue

R Lack/lack of natural resources

23
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Lack
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and subject headings, particularly through keyword

gite at Sangatte, some 400m from the coast. A huge
rer supply and only personnel with keys can acguire
ions and discussions of relegating stock to closed
ire and community facilities because of the lack of
but also tend to use a broad search formulation to
mt-ends to DIALOG., The same system will be used to
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a mainframe or large mini. They suggested that a p
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an important blond beer market, and a powerful por
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both lifts and the back stairs, the day nursery is
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a. Popular
b. Aggressive

a. Cireumstance

Connotation (1)

2/



Connotation (2)

You must inform the lecturer as early as possible if there
are circumstances causing you to be absent from an
assessment.

28



Circumstance (1)

Iﬁre:' Edit View History Bookmarks Iools Help

Jitw Just The Word for circumst... .

‘.('.. @ www just-the-word.corn/main.pliwords= circurnstancefuimodes combinations ® v | @ || Q Search wBa U 3 a4 6 =
LIUSIETl O ~
difficult circumstance (73)
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cluster 4
extenuating circumstance (11)
mitigating circumstance (17)
cluster 5
economic circumstance (109)
financial circumstance (58)
cluster 6
domestic circumstance (20)
local circumstance (67)
unclustered
adverse circumstance (25)
certain circumstance (424)

changed circumstance (59)
changing circumstance (88)
controversial circumstance
(12)

defined circumstance (12)
external circumstance (24)
extreme circumstance (25)

favorable circumstance (22
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Circumstance (2)
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said, “and I hope we shall meet again one day in
rnately perky and elegiac in mood, reflecting the
inistration in its purest form', and thought this
Venture capitalists can also help in less

"We could have met under

1ad been groomed to succeed his father -albeit in
Bpart from the

He made a noise that might have been a giggle in
: to manage, but she would have liked to leave in
"We met in less

in — though naturally I would wish it had been in
and allowed to experience graded separations in
Even in

ceturned to meet the family again today in rather

ial Corpus

e || Q Search

happier circumstances.'

happier circumstances of its compo:
happy circumstance could mostly be
happy circumstances.

happier circumstances.

happier circumstances - the Britisl
happy circumstance of the Dear 0ld
happier circumstances ... made me
happier circumstances.

happy circumstances a few days ago.
happier circumstances.

happy circumstances, such as overn:
happier circumstances than these, ¢
happier circumstances.
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Connotation (3)

“ for” or“2o22

a. My love for/to you
b. My empathy for/to the poor

oAl



=

2.

3.

My love for you will never die.
I can’t stop my love for you.

What has He done for you lately?

S



. Undergo

= @ ase

Commuit

. Impose

Semantic prosody

3



Undergo
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“undergo major change (12) .
undergo radical change (15)

undergo changes (56)

undergo .change (45)

undergo a change (71)

undergo development (19)

undergo modification (11)

undergo repair (11)

undergo restoration (11)

undergo a revolution (11)

undergo a transformation (41)

cluster 3

undergo medical examination

(12)

undergo an examination (14)

undergo tests (33)

undergo a test (14)

undergo frials (21)

cluster 4

undergo .therapy (11)

undergo .treatment (72)

unclustered

undergo the experience (12)
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Cause
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*Cause* obj N

cluster 1

cause .chaos (67)
cause .confusion (64)
cause some confusion (21)
cause disease (97)
cause diseases (12)
cause .disease (35)
cause the disease (13)
cause disorder (17)
cause .disruption (60)
cause .disturbance (18)
cause .excitement (18)
cause a furore (20)
cause fuss (13)

cause .illness (19)
cause infection (24)
cause .mayhem (11)
cause an outcry (14)
cause riot (19)

cause shock (14)
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Commuit
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commit atrocity (18) N x .
. commit* PREP , e.g. commit
commit a breach (28) o

commit crime (283)

commit serious crime (12)
commit crimes (72)
commit .crime (27)
commit a crime (51)
commit the crime (26)
commit an error (11)
commit rape (13)
commit the sin (12)
commit tort (12)
commit violation (12)
cluster 2

commit fraud (11)
commit robbery (15)
cluster 3

commit force (19)
commit the party (18)
unclustered

commit million (14)
commit Labour (14)

phrase (nn) nnis the
frequency of usage

== Good Word Combinations
== Bad Word Combinations
== Similarity of meaning
.word - Means singular noun b
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Impose

Eile Edit View History Bookmarks Iools Help ="
Jtw Just The Word for impose x| ==

(' & www just-the-word.com/main.plfword=imposefmode= combinations @ [ Q, 5zarch ﬁ E 2 4 # 9 =
impose burdens (11 ':_“PUb'd . _
imEoseaburden((Sé) impose” ADV , e.g. impose
impose charges (12) ?_bove . _
impose a charge (15) impose” PREP , e.g. impose

on

impose constraints (32)
impose controls (24)
impose costs (23)
impose duties (36)
impose a duty (58)
impose law (24)

impose a levy (12)
impose limitations (15)
Impose measure (15)
impose obligations (18)
impose an obligation (40)
impose .order (14)
Impose an order (15)
impose regulation (13)
impose restraint (18)
impose restrictions (75)
impose rule (49)
impose standards (16)

www.just-the-word.com/show_examples.pltriple=impose_V+obj+0+pl_DET *constraint_N

phrase (nn) nnis the
frequency of usage

== Good Word Combinations
== Bad Word Combinations
== Similarity of meaning
.word - Means singular noun
only
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University of Manchester

1. Stating the purpose of research

An objective of this study was to investigate ...

This thesis will examine the way in which the ...

This study set out to investigate the usefulness of ...

This dissertation aims to unravel some of the mysteries surrounding . ..

This dissertation seeks to explain the development of ...

This study seeks to obtain data which will help to address these research gaps.

The main aim of this study 1s to investigate the differences between X and Y.

One purpose of this study was to assess the extent to which these factors were ...
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2. Highlighting a knowledge gap in the field of study

Very little 1s known about X 1n . ..

It 1s still not known whether ...

The nature of X remains unclear.

What 1s not yet clear 1s the impact of X on ...

The response of X to Y 1s not fully understood.

Causal factors leading to X remain speculative.

To date, there has been no reliable evidence that ...

Little 1s known about X and 1t 1s not clear what factors ...
Much uncertainty still exists about the relationship between ...
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Conclusion

Corpus-based tools can effectively assist learners
with their writing of academic texts.

R Lextutor

http:/ /lextutor.ca/conc/eng/

R Just the Word

http:/ /www.just-the-word.com/

R Academic Phrasebank:

http:/ /www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
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