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 
is co-organised by  

 

• the Community of Practice (CoP) in Enhancing 
Students’ English Abilities 

• the UGC-funded project Professional 
Development in English Across the Curriculum 

• EDC 
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Today’s workshop … 



 

CoP & UGC projects 

• Aim: To enhance students’ English performances in their 
assignments through English across the Curriculum 

• Website: http://www.polyu.edu.hk/CoP/English/ 

• Dual purpose: 

– Professional development for staff 

• (workshops, task design, assessment criteria) 

– Language help for students 

• (supplements related to subject assessments) 
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http://www.polyu.edu.hk/CoP/English/


 
 Students 

 

  “Words are the bricks a building is made up of. Without 
bricks, where will the building be?” (Gan, Humphreys 
& Hamp-Lyons, 2004, p. 234) 
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Vocabulary in language learning (1) 



 
 Language specialists 

 

 “Language learning is largely lexical learning”  

       (Gass & Selinker, 2008, p. 173) 

 

 Effective writing is “all about good word choice and 
proper ordering of those words”  

    (Quinn & Filak, 2005) 
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Vocabulary in language learning (2) 



 
Knowing a word: recognising the form of a word 

and retrieving its meaning 

 

Using a word: using it appropriately in language 
production 
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Knowing a word = using the word? 



 
What is a corpus? 

 

e.g. 1. Dream of the Red Chamber 

       2. South China Morning Post 

 

Native speaker corpora 

 

 Learner corpora 

7 

Corpora 



 
 BNC 

 

 Brown 

 

     e.g. Where are thus and however normally used in a 
sentence?  (http://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/) 
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Native speaker corpora 

http://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/
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Thus 



10 

However 



 
 International Corpus of Learner English  (ICLE) 

 

Corpus of Chinese Learners of English 

 

e.g. *I love Hong Kong. It is because Hong Kong is my    
home. 

 

e.g. *As for Smith (2015), it suggests that Hong Kong 
undertake immediate education reforms. 
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Learner corpora I 



 
Word frequency:     

http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/ 

 

Academic word list: 
http://www.uefap.com/vocab/select/awl.htm 
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Learner corpora II 

http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/eng/
http://www.uefap.com/vocab/select/awl.htm


 

Synonyms Animals People 

kill   

murder  

slaughter    

assassinate  
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Collocation (1) 



 
*  Take a test, take a walk, but not make a walk 

 

*  conduct/hold a meeting, but not make a meeting 

 

*  Sit a test/examination, but not sit a meeting 
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Collocation (2) 



 
 Try to find out the following on Just The Word 

 verbs often used after finding(s)/results 

 

 adjectives often used to describe findings/results 

 

 verbs often used before research/analysis 

 

 adjective often used to describe data 

 

 words often used to describe difficult and different 
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Collocation (3) 
 
 

http://www.just-the-word.com/
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Results (1) 



17 

Results (2) 



18 

Research 



19 

Analysis 



20 

Data 



21 

Difficult 



22 

Different 



 
Colligation: the grammatical associations a word may 

have.  

 

     Use Lextutor to find out the correct use of the 
following two words 

 

Discuss/discuss about an issue 

 

 Lack/lack of natural resources 
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Colligation 

http://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/
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Discuss 



25 

Lack 
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 
 

a. Popular  

b. Aggressive 

 

 

a. Circumstance 

 

27 

Connotation (1) 



 
     You must inform the lecturer as early as possible if there 

are circumstances causing you to be absent from an 
assessment. 
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Connotation (2) 
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Circumstance (1) 
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Circumstance (2) 



 
a. My love for/to you 

b. My empathy for/to the poor 
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Connotation (3) 
 

“ for” or “to”?    
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1. My love for you will never die. 
 

2. I can’t stop my love for you. 
 

3. What has He done for you lately? 



 
a. Undergo 

 

b. Cause 

 

c. Commit 

 

d. Impose 
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Semantic prosody 



34 

Undergo 



35 

Cause 



36 

Commit 



37 

Impose 
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Academic Phrasebank 
University of Manchester 

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
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 
     Corpus-based tools can effectively assist learners   

with their writing of academic texts. 

 

 Lextutor 

http://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/ 

 Just the Word 

http://www.just-the-word.com/ 

Academic Phrasebank: 

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/ 

 
40 

Conclusion 

http://lextutor.ca/conc/eng/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.just-the-word.com/
http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/


 

CoP & UGC projects  
in enhancing Students’ English Abilities through  

English across the Curriculum 

• Other workshop topics? 

• Join us! 

• Contact: 

– Dr Julia Chen (ELC), 2766 7524 julia.chen@polyu.edu.hk 

– Ms Grace Lim (ELC), 2766 7499 grace.lim@polyu.edu.hk 

– Ms Leona Li (EDC), 2766 4432 leona.c.li@polyu.edu.hk 

 

mailto:julia.chen@polyu.edu.hk
mailto:grace.lim@polyu.edu.hk
mailto:leona.c.li@polyu.edu.hk
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